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A terrifying account of the fallibility of the human mind and, by extension, of democracy

itself,Â WielandÂ brilliantly reflects the psychological, social, and political concerns of the early

American republic. In the fragmentary sequel,Memoirs, Brown explores Carwinâ€™s bizarre history

as a manipulated disciple of the charismatic utopian Ludloe.Â For more than seventy years,

Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With

more than 1,700Â titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works

throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust theÂ series to provide

authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary

authors, as well as up-to-dateÂ translations by award-winning translators.
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Charles Brockden Brown's first novel, 1798's "Wieland," is an outstanding, riveting work fraught with

anxieties over the new American nation and its enlightened foundations. Set sometime between

1763 and 1775, "Wieland" is narrated by Clara Wieland, and concerns the fate of her family and

friends - her brother Theodore, and their friends Pleyel and Catharine. Clara is a woman born and

raised into a secure world of enlightenment rationality. She is a model of Wollstonecraftian feminism

- educated, astute, and benevolent.Clara's narrative begins with a recitation of her family history -

her Anglo-German roots and an account of the family's migration to the American colonies, to wit,

Pennsylvania. Following an account of her father's religious enthusiasm and apparent spontaneous



combustion, Clara shows herself and her brother, who equally partition the family estate, living in

perfectly rational harmony. The estate of Mettingen is an enlightened utopia, where the Wielands

and the Pleyels discuss literature and virtue, completely oblivious to the outside world. Though

Philadelphia is not far away, the concerns of the city, of commerce, and of politics are not

theirs.Their ordered world is soon upset by the manifestation of mysterious disembodied voices

around the estate. Shortly thereafter, Carwin, a rustic stranger with remarkable intelligence and a

shrouded past, enters their isolated society.In "Wieland," Brown calls into question the enlightened

basis of the still new American government.
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